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From the President
December 4, 2002 marked the 5th Fulbright Alumni Association Nepal (FAAN) Annual
General Body Meeting. The distinguished Fulbrighters who held the Ministerial Portfolio in the
cabinet of His Majesty's Government at that time, Dr. Badri Prasad Shrestha, Minister of Finance
and Mr. Dipak Gyawali, Minister of Water Resources were our guests of honor. One of the
significant event was the introduction of FAAN to the lnternational Fulbright Community. lt was
a matter of pride for me to represent FAAN at the US Fulbright Association's 25th Anniversary
Conference as well as Fulbright Association lnternational Alumni Meeting held on October 10 -
13,2A02 at Washington D.C. The theme of the Conference was Dialogue of Cultures: Fulbright

Contribution. lt was indeed a great pleasure to meet and interact with lnternational Fulbright representatives.
Nepal was the only country representing our region or SAARC countries. The Founder President of the German
FulbrightAlumniAssociation, Mr. Oliver Steinmetz, expressed surprise to know that there was an active Fulbright
AlumniAssociation in Nepal. The US FulbrightAssociation has set up a Listserv for FulbrightAlumni Organizations
worldwide. FAAN also has access to this listserv. FAAN has been moving foruvard. We have been successful in
increasing our Life Members beyond hundred. I believe that we can further strengthen this organization and
contribute more nationally and internationally.

I would like to request fellow Fulbrighters who have not become members to join the association. I also request
all our members attend the upcoming Annual General Body Meeting and elect a New Executive Committee. I

am very much thankful to US Education Foundation Nepal (USEF) for providing us their continuos co-operation
and support. I would specially like to thank Mr. Mike Gill, the Executive Director for his generous guidance and
support in many ways and Ms. Constance C. Jones, Director of the American Center for her good wishes and
encouragement. My sincere thanks also go to the FAAN Advisory Board Members for their valuable advice and
FAAN executive members for their supporl. My special thanks to Mr. Suman Basnet, our executive member
and Mrs. Seema Rajouria, a well-wisher of FAAN, for their valuable help in bringing out this newsletter. I believe
FAAN has a great future and wish every success of the Organization. Wish you all a very happy, prosperous
and peaceful New Year.

fuj,&,,
or. Silii-oevfEnatya
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The Monthly Talk Program is of the key activities of FAAN. lt brings experts from various fields to talk about
their area of expertise. The talk programs continue to be ihe forum where topics and issues of public interest
are discussed. During the past year, the topics ranged from medicine to conflict resolution. The details of the
various talk program are as given below.

August 20, 2002: Nepat and Wortd Summit on Susfainab/e Development
Dr. Minendra Rijal, the then member of the National Planning Commission, presented his views on how the
World Summit on Sustainable Development pertains to Nepal. He expressed the view that the World Summit
had discussed and explored many issues that can help the sustainable development programs of the member
countries.

June 17, 2003: Conflict in MulticulturalSeffings and Nepal in Conflict: Options for lnterventions and
O pportu n ities fo r Cha nge
Two speakers recently back after completing the Fulbright programs spoke on conflict resolution. Ms. Anjana
Shakya, in her presentations about conflict in multicultural settings, said that the suppression of the identity
of the indigenous and dalit population, and not poverty, has fueled the Maoist conflict in Nepal. She concluded
that only radical change in the educational, administrative and judicial systems would resolve the present
conflict. Ms. Shakya is chairperson of HimRights, a human rights advocacy organization. Mr. Ameet Dhakal



Fifth FAAN Annual General Meeting

The chief guesls ai the AGIi, Dr. Badri P. Shrestha ana
Mr. Deepak Gyanwali with Mr. Yag P UStadhva, Michael

The fifth FAAN Annual Generai tvleeiing was held on
December 4',2OOZ at rhe Amei-ican Center"
Gyaneshrvor. Chairman of the FAAN Acjvisory
Committee, 1,4r. Yog Prasad Upadhayay presidec over
the rneeting. The chref guests were Dr. tsadri Prasad
Shrestha, lvlinister oi Finance and Mr. Dioax Gyawalr.
Minister of Water F.esources. The meeting feliciiated
Dr. Shrestha, also a life member of FAAN and Mr,
Gyawall for being ncnrinated as Cabinet Ministers in His
Majesty's Govei'nmeni, Both Dr. Shrestha and Mr.
Gyawali are Fulbrighters. In ihe meeting, Dr. Dilli Devi
Shakya, FAAN Presideni deliriered the r,rrelcorne
address, FAAN Secreiary, l,ir. N4adan Mohan Das
presented the Annual Report and FAAN Treasurer, Mr.
Ram Bhakta Amat;va, presented rhe Financial Report.
There was also a fioor discussicn on what the future
di;"eciion of F.lAl''i shs!i,i be. Crganlzing hon-re visits for
American 5r;['gtle's. r';rapp,r'rE' c' ;i.:-,;r. iJo:ent ai
in Nepel ani mobilizing the exper-l:se among NeFali
Fulcrighte,'s for" v'"ate. resouices aeleiopment v/ere
some of the suggesi:i,rs made.

Audience at the AGM an 2AA2

Hepatitis E in the Kathmandu Valley. Hepatltls E is
usually transmitted through foul water during the
monsoon season. It infects people from all soclo-
economic ievels. About 1 to 2% of the Kathmandu valley
population fall ill with hepatitis every year. People sick
with hepatitis lose over 20% of their annual income as a
result of the sickness. Hepatitis E in pregnancy is a major
maternal and child health problem.

May 8, 2003: Collective Mernory and Landscape
Masumi Hayashi, Professor in the Art Department of
Cleveiand State University, USA is a Fulbright Regional
Researcher. Her reseai'ch is on "Photographs of Asian
Temples and Rituals of Ancestral Worship". Her
presentation was titled "Collective Memory and
Landscape". This program, which was jointly organized
by the Fulbright Commission, Himal Association and
FAAN, was held at Rato Bangala School, Baggikhana
at Patan Dhoka in Laiitpur.

July 11,2003: Mediation Law and Practice in the US"
Ms. C. J. Larkin is a Washington University law professor,
attorney and a mediation expert. ln her presentation,
Ms. Larkin spoke about mediation being a more peaceful
and informal way of solving disputes. She said that
mediation can avert physical violence and also free up
police officers, who can then concentrate on mcre
impot1ant issues. She has found that 90% of mediations
are sLrccessful.

was the second speaker. He is a news coordinator at
Kathrnaniu Posi. His topic was "Nepai in Confiict:
Options for lnterventions and Oppcrtunities for Change".
ln his presentation, he taiked about the various causes
of the present conflict in Nepal and suggested that it
cculd be resoived through establish of long-term vision,
addressing ihe root cause of the conflict, devistng
various confiict interventicn mechanisms and preventing
further violence.

April 22,2A03: Hepatitis E in Kathmandu
Dr. Robert McNair Scott of Walter Reed Army lnstitute
of Research made a presentation on the prevalence of
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Congratulations
FAAN congratulates Life ltlembers
. Dr. Prakash Chandra Lohani on his

appointment as the Mrnister of Finance, His
Majesty's Government of Nepal.

. Dr. DiiliDeviShakya cn being nominated as a
rnember of the Tribhuvan University Executive
Council

. Mr. Madan Mohan Das for his appointment as
the Executive Director of the Nepal Dairy
Develcpment Board

. Dr. Prabha Basnet on being nominated as
It/enrber Secretary of Social Welfare Council

Obituary
Mr. Santost Singh (1961-2003)
Mr. Santosh Singh, Educationai Advisor at itre
Ameridad,Cohter-ahd a friend of many Fulbrightefs:,.
passed ,*uy on April 20, 2003, as a resu-lt of a
fatal electrica! accident, ln his eleven year career
at USEF, Santoshji served in various positions,
starting from receptionist, to lnformation Assistant,
then lnformation Officer and finally Education
Advisor Santoshji was also a talented classical
guitarisi and a composer of popular Nepali songs.
We a!! miss him and his cheerful and enthusiastic
outlook to life. We wish toi tne eternal peace for
his soul and express out heartfelt condolences to
hls family.
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