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From the President's desk...
It was not a day Iike any,other. The country was in fever
plii,ii,' Minds rode high on,,.emoiions. Those'diads
;nanifeqted theil angerand, ffustration thrqtgh b a n d h,

burning of lire s arrdroad blockq: The public were protesting

,61iq,price,hike- of ,fuels, For: the,Fnbliglrt.people this day
ieame,$/i!h a dlfference,, HoweVe(,for us too tensions
became tangible. Telephone calls grew frequent. Doubts
and indecisiveness pervaded our minds. It was August 19.

.2006,,!he day of,our Second,Democ1acy.Forurn, We had-1q

deCide,r'whether we wanted to go,ahead, with the earlier
(chgaule: lAfter,l,*uif rAetUeration we' deeided,,, the,, show
must go on. To add to all this there rvas a djsmal clownpour
of..,iai6',,,,1r" few,,Cabs,,that p.lied the deserled streets of
Kathn:andu,dared,aot l'oO,k at us, they feared for their own
safefi,Perhaps,&ey were there as an emergercy measure,

foi,]Bodeone to take a sicklr,o( disabled to the hospital. We

:tfu$ged o.o with a ba.okpackrfull of bare necessities for the
Forum, umbrella in one hand and many a rolled up poslers

,iO'iUet.,otnei.',;r' ,,, r,r',r'r'rrr"': "" " ' 
.

,Forl.alnrostr,one arrd a half hour we hiked in the'rain until we
finatly reached our 'Democracy' venue Koteshwar Mahadev.

Slowly I lorgol the difficuit h.ike. the lircdness and the feel of
hopelessness wherr slowly the people began to congregate

urdli the,tent, Itwasa delightioseehow marilr ofthem thought
the,,,ftrugl,'ioibi an,important one. These:eomunity people,

they were lhere. eager and enthused by the chaos outside and.

the theme of the Forum that was to be discussed under the
tent.

il;,.;;;'[',l;rour secooa Forum was "constitution, Rule
o.{taw and DemoCracy. " And I was very happily surpris ed
to S,ee, ho*'tle ,loe.al pe ople-our ta1'get audience fel1 over
their heels.io gOt,answers to the questions that had ahvays
tairlaitne'baek 6f their minds? What does Constitutional
Assemblvmean?,whol,forms it? what is ihe role of$,omen

in lhe politics ofthe',governed? And many more questions,
which I thought wouldnever cnd. " i''i rr: 'i i

The first Forum had,been,Conduqted in'the treari of ttre
city. Kasthamanr)up. in Basantapw. The local people told
me this was ther fiist time such a forum had ever been
conducied there *hict ncludedionl' gueh commumty
people, The'Forum,lvas on "Eavisioning DemoCracy."
Democracy then had just arrived yet again in \spsl" people
were euphoric. At the Forum man,v talked ab.-'.rt their ideas

of a'loktantric utopia. We organiZers were happy.

But somehow, it was the third forum which to,olr place in
an ancient little town in Kathmandu. Handigaon, thal
charmed me the most. Perhaps,beCause it,was, in my o'q/n
home area and qn a themer,that waSllcloiesti to my heart.
'lVornen ia Democ.raqy: Giving Voiierto the V,oiceless."
The eagerparticipation of wamenthat.day had,le{t X feeling
of sweet affinity with all,Women, It rhad been:railr,qg no,
several days, That day, the,:rsuni,came out,}ust as we,began
tothink of siulingjhe prograr4, The women disappeared.
These women ollhe communiry had gone home to hurriedly
put out,their clothes !o dry rn the',sun. we,,itrfieA lUL
program t\\enty minutes late. All were back in rheir sears.

Xo*l throrigt',this, :nervsietter l, wo uld like to invite:iny
Fu.l-biigirter whqis eithsr,,interested.to speak as thg main
speaker in the Forums. or organize or and a mere obseruer.
We look forward to seven more such Democracy Forums.
Perhaps running democracy forunrs has a symbiotic
relationship with walking through rain. storms and chaos.
By the same token, \,e sffongl\/ believe lhat democracy
forums are the most needed small agora sessions that we
need now more than ever belore because \\'e are crossing
the threshold ofa turbulent histcrlr and entering into thgi
nerv and brighl realms of the times.
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